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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether rt be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”.—St. JoHN vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER B. H. ROBERTS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 421.] 

THERE is a wonderful amount of information that runs side by side with 
this doctrine of the pre-existence of man’s spirit. There is a world of 
knowledge unfolded when this principle is recognized. I can now under- 
stand how it is that sometimes, in spite of all adverse circumstances, there 
are spirits that rise from the lowliest and most unfavorable conditions to 
grandeur and nobility of heart and head. The philosophers of the world, 
in accounting for character, have laid, I believe, too much stress upon the 
influence of parentage and of environment. There are those who believe 
that if you will only surround the child with the proper influence you 
may mould and fashion it to what you will. There are others who believe 
that if you only give to a child good parentage it will inherit all the good 
qualities; not infrequently it is a solution to the difficulty of getting rid 
of vicious characters. For myself I believe that character primarily is 
based upon the nature of the spirit, the extent of its development, the 
amount of growth it had before it tabernacled in the flesh; and that 
parentage, instead of creating character, can only modify it; that instead 
of environment creating character, it can only modify it. Hence, you 
sometimes see this strange thing, that in spite of vicious parentage, in 
spite of unfavorable environment, you see a character rising to its own 
native heights of nobility and grandeur, purely because the spirit before 
it came here had stamped upon it God’s own nobility, and no amount of 
influence coming from vicious parentage or from unfavorable environment 
could altogether crush out the native nobility of that spirit; but it sprung 
upward, took its place in the earth, and became a benefactor to the chil- 
dren of men. 
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Not only do the revelations given through Joseph Smith explain to us 
our pre-existence, but we are given to understand that in that pre-exist- 
ence are there various degrees of development and of intelligence, and 
God selected the noble ones and said concerning them, “I will make these 
my rulers.” Hence God took these noble spirits and fron: time to time, in 
different ages of the world, has given them to a nation or race of men to 
bless them. And to the ancients He gave a Seth, an Enoch, a Noah, an 
Abraham; and moving out of that direct line of the recognized servants 
of God, I may say that He sent a Confucius to the Chinese, who, if he did 
| not teach them a religion, did teach them a philosophy that has stood them 
| in very good stead. He raised up a Plato and a Socrates among the 

Greeks. He also remembered that branch of Abraham’s family, the 

Arabians, the descendants of Abraham by Hagar—He raised up to them 
| a Mahomet. And if these men did not teach the fulness of the Gospel of 
| Christ, they did at least teach that measure of truth that the people could 
receive, and it has been a benefit to them. Thus He has had a care over 
His children, and has raised up from time to time wise men and teachers 
to lead them in the way of truth. 

Now take a broader view of mankind, and this principle about which 
we have been singing—the pre-existence of man’s spirit—will explain 
many other things. We see individuals and families and races among 
mankind enjoying a variety of privileges. All seem not to be equal in 
our privileges in this life. Nations are not all equal in the privileges and 
blessings they enjoy. What isthe causeof it? I lay it down asa primary 
principle that God is just. The Scriptures are replete with emphatic 
statements that He is no respecter of persons. That being true, how do 
you account for the diversity that exists among mankind in the matter of 
privileges and blessings—privileges and blessings, too, that come to them 
or are denied to them from nothing that we can point to that they have 
done in this life, and many speak of these matters as the result of the 
accident of birth? What I mean is this: There are some men who are 
born in circumstances and of a race to whom there is no limit of privileges 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They may repent of their sins, be baptized 
for the remission of them, have hands laid upon them for the reception of 
the Holy Ghost, receive the Priesthood, have access to the temples of God, 
receive washings, anointing, ordinations, and promises of exaltation and 
glory to which there is no limit. But you can turn your eyes to a race 
inhabiting Africa—the negro race. While it is true they are blessed with 
the privileges of the Gospel, you find them curtailed in the rights of the 
Holy Priesthood—they cannot receive it. Let us say that these two cases 
mark the two extremes. Between these two extremes there is an endless 
variety of opportunities and privileges. Why is the Priesthood granted 
to one race and denied to another? Why is there in the one case no limit 
to progress and exaltation, and in the other case there are limits placed? 
Remember, we must keep in view the fact that God is just, and no 
respecter of persons. Then how do you reconcile this fact I have pointed 
out with the justice of God? I reconcile it by the knowledge which comes 
to us through the doctrine of the pre-existence of man’s spirit, and I 
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believe that conditions in this life are influenced and fixed by the degree 
of faithfulness, by the degree of development in the pre-existent state. 
Otherwise the diversified conditions in which men find themselves placed 
cannot be reconciled with the justice of God. Then how blessed, indeed, 
some one will exclaim, must they be who are born to riches, who were 
born to titles, to dukedoms, earldoms, and lordships! How faithful must 
they have been who inherit these privileges and blessings! whose life is 
one continual summer, whose existence is as a sea without a ripple! Nay, 
I pray you, take no such view of it as that. This class that I have des- 
cribed are not the most blessed among men. When you would point to 
those who are the favored sons of God, and who enjoy the best and highest 
privileges in this life, you must take into account the object for which man 
camehere. That object is to gain an experience. Hence, those are the most 
blessed who live in the midst of conditions that give the widest experience. 
The favored sons of God are not those furthest removed from trial, from 
sorrow, from affliction. It is the fate, apparently, of those whom God 
most loves that they suffer most, that they might gain the experience for 
which men came into this world. It is not the smooth seas and the favor- 
able winds that make your best sea-men. It is experience in stormy 
weather; it is the ocean lashed into a fury by the winds, until the fretted 
waves roll mountain high and make the “laboring bark climb hills of sea 
and duck again and again, as low as hell is from heaven.” It is when the 
lightning splits the clouds, when the masts are splintered, when the ropes 
are tangled, and all is confusion, that the sailor learns to control his fear 
and stand unmoved and calm in the midst of the threatening difficulties 
about him. Those are the experiences that make good sailors. And so 
the sorrows, the afflictions, the trials, the poverty, the imprisonment, the 
mobbings, the hatred of mankind, are experiences that furnish men an 
opportunity to prove whether or not the material is in them to vutride 
the storms of life, prove their right and title to that exaltation and glory 
which God has in reserve for the faithful. You cannot fully comprehend 
this subject as to the past unless you contemplate it in the relationship 
it bears to the future. But before taking up that theme I want to call 
your attention to the proof for the statement I just made to the effect 
that God’s favored sons are called to pass through affliction. When the 
Prophet Joseph Smith was confined in Liberty jail, Clay County, Missouri, 
and the Church was driven in a body from the state, he himself and a 
number of his brethren having been betrayed into the hands of his 
enemies, and cast into prison—after lying in a dungeon for five weary 
months, while his people were being smitten and driven, scattered and 
robbed, very naturally he inquired after the Lord, in the midst of his sore 
trial, and the Lord in reply to him said: 

If thou art called to pass through tribulation; if thou art in perils 
among false brethren; if thou art in perils among robbers; if thou art in 
perils by land or sea; 

If thou art accused with all manner of false accusations; if thine 
enemies fall upon thee; if they tear thee from the society of thy father 


and mother, and brethren, and sisters; and if with a drawn sword thine 
enemies tear thee from the bosom of thy wife, and of thine offspring, and 
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thine elder son, although but six years of age, shall cling to thy garments, 
and shall say, My father, my father, why can’t you stay with us? O, my 
father, what are the men going todo with you? andif he then shall be thrust 
from thee by the sword, and thou be dragged to prison, and thine enemies 
prowl around thee like wolves for the blood of the lamb; 

And if thou should’st be cast into the pit, or into the hands of murderers, 
and the sentence of death passed upon thee; if thou be cast into the deep; 
if the billowing surge conspire against thee; if fierce winds become thine 
enemy; if the heavens gather blackness, and all the elements combine to 
hedge up the way; and above all if the very jaws of hell shall gape open 
the mouth wide after thee, know thou, my son, that all these things shall 
give thee experience, and shall be for thy good. 
ae Son of Man hath descended below them all; art thou greater than 

e 

I take it that the life of Jesus Christ and these His words to the Prophet 
demonstrate the truth for which I was contending, that not those furthest 
removed from trials and afflictions are most blessed; but those who are 
called to pass through the thickest of afflictions are the most blessed; for 
the Son of Man hath passed through them all. O ye who are bowed down 
with sorrow, ye who are tried with adversity, torn perhaps from comfort 
and affluence to be plunged into perplexities and perchance into poverty, 
lift up your heads, I beseech you, and rejoice, for these things shall but 
minister to your experience? Do not regard them as judgments of God ; 
they are not so in every case, I am sure; but look upon them as giving you 
an opportunity to develop your own nobility of character; as giving you an 
opportunity to stand the test, and prove yourselves worthy of the glory 
God intends to bestow upon the faithful. 

I think from the remarks that I have made, you at least who believe 
the Scriptures will be converted to the doctrine that there is a special 
relationship between God and man; that the expression “Our Father 
which art in heaven” is not meaningless, but proclaims the relationship 
between man and God; that man is indeed “a spark struck from God’s own 
eternal blaze”—part of Deity; and as God looks upon man, He sees and 
and loves His image there; and hence He has given him special privileges, 
power, and dominion upon the earth. Then if the question be asked, 
“What is man, that thou art mindful of him?” say to all the world that he 
is a son of God. Nor do I mean that in any figurative sense. I do not 
mean it in such a general way that there is nothing definite or tangible in 
it; but I mean what I say. I mean that man is the very offspring of God, 
begotten of him. The hymn says: 

In the heavens are parents single? 

No; the thought makes reason stare ! 
Truth is reason; truth eternal 

Tells me, I’ve a mother there. 


The idea that obtains in the world that the relationship of men and 
women is impure and unholy, and a thing that is to exist only in this life, 
is one of those pieces of hypocrisy that has crept into the world. - The 
commandment which God gave to man in the Garden of Eden, “Multiply 
and replenish the earth,” was just as pure a commandment as “Repent 
and be baptized.” It is upon this principle of procreation that intelligences 
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are begotten spirits in the pre-existent worlds; and it is upon this prin- 
ciple of procreation that the race of the gods shall be forever continued in 
time and in eternity. And now, since we are the sons and daughters of 
God, who is there that can say that we may not hope to come into the 
presence of our Father, and develop the like qualities, attributes, and 
powers that He possesses, and be at last worthy to sit down with Him in 
His kingdom? One of the ancient Apostles contemplated this doctrine 
when he said. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he [Christ] is pure.” What did 
Jesus mean when He prayed unto His Father that His disciples might 
attain to the same privileges, development and glory they enjoyed? Oh, 
I know too well how such a doctrine as that announced in the world is 
met by the cry of blasphemy. I have heard it too frequently to forget it. 
Yet, take the case of the Son of God contending with the pharisees when 
they accused Him of blasphemy because He said He was the Son of God. 
He said unto them, “{s it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 
If he [God] called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the 
scripture cannot be broken; say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, 
and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said I am the Son 
of God?” 

Now these are the doctrines of the holy Gospel. What glory is in them! 
What thrones, what powers, what dominion, what honor do they not hold 
out to man! What an incentive is here to righteousness! Who so base 
that, learning the possibilities that open before him in the Gospel, will 
squander his heritage and shut the door of God’s Kingdom against him- 
self for the privilege of enjoying the doubtful pleasures of sin for a season? 
I find, upon contemplating these things, an incentive to forsake evil and 
work righteousness that I cannot find in any of the fine-spun theories of 
the philosophers of the world. It is possible that the heights to which I 
have pointed you seem immeasurably distant from our present stand- 
point, yet be not discouraged on that account. If the journey is long, if 
the struggle is hard, if the distance is great, 1 pray you remember that 
you have eternity in which to work out the problem, and you will have 
God, the Father of your spirits, to aid you in attaining to that final excel- 
lence to which I would have you aspire. May the Lord bless you, and may 
these thoughts, uttered brokenly as I feel they have been—and altogether 
unworthy of a theme so grand—yet I pray that these doctrines may 
have an influence upon the lives of the Latter-day Saints to lead them 
toward God. Amen. 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Welsh Conference convened at 188 Cathays Terrace, Cardiff, June 30, 
1895, at 10:30 a.m. There were present on the stand: Anthon H. Lund, 
President of the European Mission; Joseph A. Buttle, President of the 
Leeds Conference; James Thomas, President of, and Francis Cundick, W. 
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C. Martell, William Treharne, David Jenkins, Thomas 8. Bladen, William 
Jones, J.C. Brown, Thomas Williams, D. E. Price, E. J. Ellis, William T. 
Griffiths, and Edwin Price, Traveling Elders in, the Welsh Conference. 

There were three very interesting meetings held during the day, and, 
though the weather was wet and disagreeable, a number of Saints from 
the various branches were present, as also a few strangers. 

At the afternoon meeting, the authorities of the Church, and of the 
European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the Welsh 
Conference were presented and sustained. 

The statistics of the Conference and the labors of the Elders for the six 
months ending June, 30were reported as follows: High Priests 3; Seven- 
ties 10; Elders 27; Priests 3; Teachers 4; Deacons 6; members 125; total 
officers and members 181. Tracts distributed 24,289; Gospel conversations 
1,359; books sold 13; books loaned 40; books given away 58; indoor 
meetings 155; open-air meetings 25; Sunday School sessions 33. Baptisms 
6; confirmations 6; children blessed 2; emigrated 1; died 2. 

On Monday, July 1, a Priesthood meeting was held at which the Elders 
reported their labors, and discussed the best methods by which the Gospel 
may be spread in these lands. The many timely instructions and counsels 
given by President Lund and the Elders during this Conference will long 
be remembered by those in attendence. 

THomas Wri Clerk of Conference. 


THE ELEMENTS: WHAT ARE THEY? 


Wuat are the elements? Those ingredients of which every natural sub- 
stance is ultimately composed, and into which it may be resolved. Beings 
animate and inanimate, the earth beneath our feet, the stars revealed to us 
by the telescope, the minutest microbia which almost escape detection by 
our most improved microscope, all consist of elements. They make up all 
matter; they may be solid, liquid, or gaseous, perhaps even ultra-gaseous ; 
they may exist in a state of absolute purity or in a state of mixture or 
combination. But we cannot destroy them, form them again, nor trans- 
mute one into another. They differ greatly in their properties, but still 
they have certain features in common. We know some seventy kinds of 
elements, apparently distinct; they all occupy space, and all possess 
weight and inertia; they are the possible forms which matter, as we at 
present know it, assumes, and in some directions they are the present 
limits of our knowledge of nature. 

The name “elements” has at different times been applied in very differ- 
ent ways. The ancient philosophers of Greece assumed the existence of 
four elements—viz., earth, air, water, and fire. But they used these words 
in a different sense from ours. Their earth was the principle of solidity, 
their water that of liquidity, their air that of volubility or gaseity, and 
their fire might stand for energy, not a substance but a force. The alche- 
mists had three elements, sulphur, salt, and mercury. But their sulphur 
was not sulphur, but a mystical principle of inflammability ; their mercury 
was not our mercury, but a supposed principle of metalleity; and their 


i! 
! 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 439 


salt meant solubility. A little later the chemists of the eighteenth century 
conjured up an element which they named phlogiston, by which they 
sought to explain almost all chemical phenomena. The modern idea of 
force and energy is not greatly different from that which underlaid the 
term phlogiston. The modern chemical elements have in them nothing 
metaphysical and mystical. They are simply those bodies which never 
diminish in weight as a consequence of any chemical reaction. We can 
add to them, but we can take nothing away from them. It must not, 
however, be rashly inferred that our elements are absolutely incapable of 
decomposition. All that we are entitled to say is simply that hitherto we 
have not been able to decompose them. To-morrow we may possibly find 
a method by which they may be resolved into something simpler. Indeed, 
a variety of considerations lead us to suppose that such will ultimately be 
the case. To find out these absolute elements should be the grand goal of 
modern chemistry. 

An important step towards an understanding of the origin of the 
elements and their mutual relations has been effected by the periodic law 
of Newlands and Mendelejeff. If we arrange the elements in the order of 
their atomic weights, it has been found that many of their properties 
appear as a periodic function of these weights. Here, however, much work 
still remains to be done before the periodic law can stand on the same 
plane of probability as the atomic theory or the law of Avogadro. Some 
elements seem equally entitled to more than one place in the classification ; 
some of the atomic weights, such as those of nickel and cobalt, approach 
each other too closely, while in other parts of the series inconvenient gaps 
occur. Some of these may be filled up by the metals of the so-called rare 
earths. The periodic law seems to throw a strong light on the probable 
formation of the elements.—PRoFEssoR WILLIAM CROOKS, IN THE New 
Science. Review. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


There is a petroleum spring in Zante, one of the Ionian isles, that has been known for 
3000 years. It was mentioned by Herodotus in his writings. 

A transparent mirror glass recently introduced in Germany reflects light on one side, 
from which it is practically opaque, while from the other side it is transparent. It is pro- 
posed to use this type of glass for glazing windows in city residences, for, while it will not 
cut off light or vision from the interior, it will prevent outsiders from seeing into a room. 

Diamonds, rubies, and sapphires are now tested by floating to prove their genuineness, 
The liquid used has five times the density of water and is composed of double nitrate of 
silver and thallium. The tests are rapidly made, as all stones of the same nature have 
the same specific gravity, while none of the bogus ones have the same weight as those they 
are made to imitate. 


Scientific methods of measuring the rainfall are as follows: The simplest form of rain 
gauge consists of a funnel with a definite area, say 12 inches, which fits in the mouth of a 
bottle. The rain that falls into the funnel runs down into the bottle, of course, and the 
quantity is measured by means of a graduated glass. Suppose, for example, that in 
twenty-four hours the quantity collected measured two and three-tenths fluid ounces, 
This is equal to four cubic inches, and if the area of the funnel be twelve inches it follows 
that there has been a fall of one-third of an inch. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 11, 1895. 


THE AUTHORITY OF THE ELDERS. 


A CERTAIN reverend gentleman in a town where the Elders have been 
laboring received one of the tracts called “The Latter-day Saints,” and 
as he read it he made comments on the different subjects that are therein 
presented. On the subject of Authority he asks: “How do we know 
who is a properly authorized person?” “Where is your proof of being 
called?” “Have you an apostolic succession when you date from 1830?” 
“Do the Mormons claim to be newly appointed ones?” 

The first question sounds very strange, coming from a man who claims 
to be preaching the Gospel of Christ. If he does not know how to recog- 
nize a properly authorized person it is a proof positive that he himself 
does"not belong to that class, although he pretends to administer ordin- 
ances in the name of Jesus. Merely an inward conviction that a person 
is called is not sufficient to entitle him to act as a minister of the Gospel, 
for Jesus said to His disciples: “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit.” Hence 
a properly authorized person is one who has received his authority from a 
definite and legitimate source,—one which can be traced ultimately to the 
Savior himself. Any one who can not thus show his calling is acting on 
his own responsibility, and God is not under the least obligation to recog- 
nize such a man’s actions. 

The second question is very much like one that was presented to the 
Savior when He was upon the earth. He had been doing some things 
which were not considered right by a number of the Jews and they asked 
Him: “What sign showest thou then, that we may see and believe on 
thee? what dost thou work?” The answer He gave them did not convert 
them. At that time the religion of the Savior was not a popular one; far 
from it. To profess a belief on Him even asa prophet laid a person liable 
to be thrust out of the synagogue, and this was then considered a very 
severe punishment. Under these circumstances, if our reverend friend 
had occupied the position of a Jewish Rabbi, would he not also have 
asked the question as they did? And from the answer given by Him 
would he have accepted Jesus as the Savior? Judging by the manner in 
which he now finds fault with some of the doctrines of Christ it is very 
doubtful. The same promise is made now as was given anciently: “If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself.” 

John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to Jesus, and they asked 
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Him: “Art thou he that should come or do we look for another? Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Go and show John again those things that 
ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached unto them.” Now, the Latter-day Saints claim 
to be called of God, and as they have been asked for their proof of this they 
can truly answer: “Go and tell the questioner, The blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the sick are healed, and the poor have 
the gospel preached unto them.” There are numerous instances of these 
signs in the history of the Church, and many people are alive to-day who 
will testify having witnessed them. 

The answer to the third question may startle those who have been 
schooled in the idea that apostles and prophets belonged only to the early 
days of the Christian Church, but it is given unhesitatingly. Yes, the 
Latter-day Saints do claim apostolic succession, even though they date 
the organization of their Church from 1830. In 1829 the Apostles Peter, 
James, and John came to Joseph Smith and conferred the priesthood and 
apostleship upon him. No Christian will dispute the authority of these 
men. Joseph Smith ordained others to the calling he had received, and 
the quorum of the Apostles is now upon the earth as complete as it 
was after the eleven had met and ordained Matthias to take the place of 
Judas who had fallen. The Elders who are preaching in the different 
nations have been called and set apart by those holding the apostle- 
ship. The Latter-day Saints do therefore “claim to be the newly 
appointed ones ;” their message to all the inhabitants of the earth is that 
God has: opened the Heavens in this age, and He communicates His will 
to men through the medium of prophets and apostles and other inspired 
officers of the Church. This sounds strange to ears accustomed to the oft 
repeated statement that these officers are done away, that revelation has 
ceased, and that it is no longer necessary that men be properly authorized 
and ordained to administer in the ordinances of the Gospel. “God help 
your presumption,” writes the reverend gentleman. Has he ever thought 
that it might be presumptuous for a man to officiate in the name of Christ, 
when according to that man’s own admission he has never been called to 
the position, except by himself? Has he ever considered what mockery 
before God it is for him or any one else to perform the least of the ordin- 
ances of the house of the Lord unless he has been set apart for; that labor 
by those holding the proper authority to cal] him and ordain him? Has he 
the faintest idea that ordinances performed by him are acknowledged by 
the Almighty? He must remember that it is a serious thing to speak in 
the name of the Lord, unless he has been called to that office, and some 
day the consequences of his presumption will be just as disastrous to him 
as they were in the case of the priests of Baal, or the seven vagabond sons 
of Sceva. God does not allow men to trifle with sacred things, and though 
He may permit them to go on in their wickedness for a time, or even to the 
end of their lives, yet the punishment will surely come. B. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John L. Fackrell has been honor- 
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ably released from presiding over the Scottish Conference to return home 
August 1, 1895. 

Elder Stewart Eccles has been appointed to preside over the Scottish 
Conference. 

Elder William H. Streeper, Jr., has been honorably released from pre- 
siding over the Sheffield Conference to return home August 1, 1894. 

Elder Victor P. Wells has been released from laboring in the MILLENNIAL 
Star Office, and has been appointed to preside over the Sheffield Con- 
ference. 


ARRIVALS.—Elder John Adams and wife, of Eureka, Utah, arrived in 
Liverpool per American line steamer Pennland on July 6. They are on 
genealogical business. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE NoticE.—The Manchester Conference will be 
held in the Co-operative Hall, Broughton Road, Pendleton, on Sunday, 
August 4, 1895. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


HAS SECTARIAN THEOLOGY BENEFITED MANKIND? 


WHETHER theology has or has not effected anything in the interest of man, 
I shall treat of it at present with respect to what it has done for his 
religious advancement. Theology is defined to be the “science of religion,” 
which definition may to a certain extent be a true one, but the practical 
effect of the discussions, the wrangles over theological dogmas, has been 
to drive true religion out of the hearts of mankind. 

The theologians have covered one another with bitter and malignant 
slanders; have burned one another as heretics; have been casting one 
another out of their churches, relegating them to the tender mercies of 
the devil, claiming they are doing all this for the glory of God, and the 
upbuilding of His kingdom. The dissensions over points of theology are 
as bitter to-day, as they were when they first arose after the commence- 
ment of the Christian era, and during the intermediate centuries. 

Mosheitm says in his Ecclesiastical History that “It is not rare to find, 
in the history of the church, the most trifling objects exciting the warmest 
and most vehement controversies,” and, in comparing the method of 
imparting religious doctrine in the time of the Apostles and disciples, says: 
“The method of teaching the sacred doctrines of religion was, at this 
time, most simple, far removed from all the subtile rules of philosophy, 
and all the precepts of human art. This appears abundantly, not only in 
the writings of the Apostles, but also in all those in the second century, 
which have survived the ruins of time. Neither did the Apostles, or their 
disciples, ever think of collecting into a regular system the principal 
doctrines of the Christian religion, or of demonstrating them in a scientific 
and geometrical order. The beautiful and candid simplicity of these early 
ages rendered such philosophical niceties unnecessary; and the great 
study of those who embraced the Gospel was rather to express its divine 
influence in their dispositions and actions, than to examine its doctrines 
with an excessive curiosity, or to explain them by rules of human wisdom.” 
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The tendency of a departure from this simple method of teaching the 
Gospel of Christ, has been to create a disbelief in the Gospel itself. When 
we think over the controversy regarding the Lord’s supper, some asserting, 
others denying, the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in the 
eucharist; the ridiculous controversy over the immaculate conception of 
the Virgin Mary; the disputes over Calvin’s doctrine of predestination, 
and the immutable decrees of the Almighty; the irreconcilable differences 
with regard to vestments—clothing, and a hundred and one similar sub- 
jects, there can hardly be any surprise that the world as some claim, is 
lapsing into infidelity. 

**So many Gods, so many creeds— 
So many paths that wind and wind, 
While just the art of being kind 
Is all the sad world needs.” 

An article in the “Present Truth” for May, discussing the authority of 
the church, branches off in this manner: “There is no person on earth 
that would claim or even admit that everything that has been done by 
men professing to act in the capacity of the Church of Christ, has been 
sanctioned in Heaven; for not only have different bodies been in direct 
opposition, but the same body of men has often passed contradictory 
measures.” No wonder that men become skeptical. 

Donald Macleod, D. D., in his work entitled “Christ and Society,” 
questions whether the religion we see around us is the religion that Christ 
intended to establish. Hesays: “If Christ’s religion is in its spirit that 
which is described in the Sermon on the Mount, we may entertain some 
doubts as to whether it has been advanced or retarded by ecclesiasticism, 
as distinct from the beneficent work which all churches more or less 
promote.” 

And in discussing the attitude of so many of of the professors of religion, 
and the difficulty one finds in trying to square their conduct by their 
creed, says: “One of these causes may be found in the false distinction 
between the religious and the secular which makes so many people act as 
if there were two departments, the one somehow connected with the next 
world, and having appropriate sentiments for certain occasions, and the 
other belonging to this life, with principles suitable for things as they are. 

They say: ‘Business is business, and religion is religion,’ or ‘If the 
Church has its duties, it is also necessary to maintain one’s position.’ ” 

Canon Wilberforce preached a sermon the other Sunday on the ques- 
tion of disestablishment. He sighed considerably over the tendency of 
the times, but takes comfort in the fact that the Lord said that trouble- 
some times should come to the church. He called attention to the fact 
that twenty centuries ago a little company were waiting in Jerusalem for 
the promise to be fulfilled. He says it was a “beautiful promise, not the 
project of some dreamers planned in the days of Constantine, not a man- 
made amalgam of all sects to suit the convenience of Henry VIII.” He 
could very well have remarked further, “nor a church which came into 
existence, because the convenience, the necessities of the same Henry 
VIII, demanded it.” The Canon approvingly quotes John Wesley who 


444 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


wrote in 1744: “I believe it would not be well for our people to admin- 
ister the Lord’s supper, unless we bad a commission from those bishops 
whom we apprehend to be in succession from the apostles. I pray the 
bishops may never flinch from asserting the divine right to all the world.” 
He responds. “Amen to John Wesley,” on the ground I suppose that it 
is an admission that the apostolic succession is in the Anglican Church. 

The sectarian theologians have caused a great deal of trouble to afflict 
mankind. Has their theology cast any light whereby human life can 
know how to obtain eternal life—enlarging the range of knowledge, clear- 
ing what was obscure: revealing order where before there was chaos? 
The truth is there is too much false theology, and too little religion. A 
person may have a great deal of that theology, but very little religion, and 
may have religion, and know very little about such theology. 

What mean all this diversity of opinion, these different creeds, these 
everchanging ideas with regard to the salvation of mankind? Is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the plan of salvation, so indefinitely stated, set 
forth with so much ambiguity that those who are most interested in it 
are left in perplexity and doubt with regard to what is intended? If 
so, and it is contended that the revelations of the mind and will of God are 
obscure for any reason, is this ambiguity and obscurity to be the cause of 
mankind dwelling in doubt and uncertainty with regard to the future, and 
possibly be lost? If this is all admitted, does it not prove the necessity of 
God the Father further revealing his mind and will to man, so that he can 
with certainty attain salvation? Most assuredly it does. And just assure 
as the necessity exists, just so sure will God meet it with additional revel- 
ation. 

I will close this by quoting some verses written by a divine, and they 
therefore ought to carry some force. Atany rate, they very nicely illustrate 
how far the sectarian thelogians are away from the people and away from 


God. 


“‘The Parish Priest, And he it down 
Of austerity On the people’s heads 
Climbed up ino high church steeple, Two times one day in seven. 
To be nearer God 
So that he might hand In his age God said 
His word down to the people. **Come down and die ;” 
And he cried out from the steeple, 
And in sermon script, ‘*Where art thou, Lord?” 
He daily wrote And the Lord replied, 
What he thought was sent from heaven; ‘* Down here among my people.” 
A. Saxey. 


FROM MOUNT CARMEL. 


WoULD you see a picture of Occidental industry and Oriental idleness in 
one panoramic view? Would you see Asia as it was in the days of the 
great Nazarene and Europe as it is to-day? Then stand on the summit 
of historic Mount Carmel and cast your eyes over the gently receding 
plain stretching from its foot to where the deep blue waters of the 
Mediterranean threaten to wash the sand from the tombs of Pheenician 
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monarchs. On the right you see the flat roofs of ancient Haifa, unattrac- 
tive except for its history; on the left the clean, white cottages and 
pleasant gardens of the German Colony. Of the latter we would speak. 

These Germans who have cast their lot among a people whose “hands 
are against every man” belong to an organization known as “The Temple 
Society,” numbering about 5000—300 in America, 1000 in Palestine, and 
the remainder scattered over Germany, Russia, and Switzerland. 

One Christophe Hoftman, of Wiirtemberg, after becoming a minister of 
the Lutheran Church became known as entertaining certain theological 
opinions which soon acquired some notoriety, as they consisted mainly 
of a criticism on the action of the Church with reference to the rational- 
istic opinions then becoming prevalent in Germany, and which found 
their culminating expression in the writings of the late Dr. Strauss. Mr. 
Hoffmann, who was an ardent opponent of the modern and skeptical 
tendency of German thought, attributed its growing influence to the 
feeble opposition offered to it by the Church and maintained that its 
impotency to arrest the evil arose from the inconsistent practice of its 
members with the moral teachings which they professed. 

In consequence he abandoned his labors in the church, and with his 
brother-in-law founded a college close by Stuttgart, and commenced an 
agitation in favor of church reform. His Biblica] studies, especially of 
the book of Revelations, led him to the conclusion that the period of the 
second advent of the Messiah was approaching, but that Christ could only 
be received by a church which had attempted to embody His moral teach- 
ing in daily life; in fact that He could only recognize those as His own at 
His second coming who had succeeded in practically applying the ethical 
code which He had taught when He came first. This brought him into 
direct collision with his church, and Mr. Hoffman was summarily expelled, 
carrying with him, however, a large body of followers. Having estab- 
lished a sort of colony at Wiirtemberg a few of the more prominent mem- 
bers of the society held a meeting in which it was decided that as the 
second advent of the Messiah was expected to occur in Palestine, the Holy 
Land was the fitting place for the establishment of the central point of 
the church which was preparing itself to receive Him; that there should 
be laid the corner stone of the new spiritual temple which gave the name 
to the society ; and that it was the first duty of those who were waiting 
for His coming to restore the land to which so many Biblical promises 
especially attached. It was therefore decided that while the great majority 
of the members of the society should remain in Europe to witness for the 
truth, and to contribute to the support of the attempt to be made in the 
Holy Land, a certain number should proceed thither to establish themselves 
in trade and agriculture and endeavor by the example of honest industry 
to elevate the native population, and redeem the land from its present 
waste and desolate condition. Attracted by the advantages of the soil, 
climate, and position offered by the gently sloping land at the foot of Mt. 
Carmel, they fixed upon this locality as the initial point of the enterprise. 
Proceeding to lay out their village and build their houses they soon found 
that it was impossible to do this without meeting with the most strenuous 
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opposition on the part of the native government, and incurring the covert 
hostility of the monks who have for seven hundred years enjoyed a 
spiritual monopoly on Mt. Carmel. Ignorant of the language, the country, 
the methods of agriculture, the manners and customs of the inhabitants, 
who regarded them askance, and unused to the climate, their faith and 
powers of endurance were taxed to the utmost. They had a twelve years 
struggle with the government to procure legal titles to their lands, and 
while the question was pending they were compelled to pay their taxes 
through the nominal native owners, who assessed the lands at four times 
their actual value, putting the balance into their own pockets. But they 
now hold their 700 acres of fine arable and vineclad land free of all 
encumbrance, and their well-cultivated fields, trim gardens, and substantial 
white stone residences form a most agreeable picture of civilization on 
this semi-barbarous coast. Meanwhile the influence of these honest 
farmers has already made its mark upon the surrounding Arab population 
who have adopted their improved methods of agriculture to some extent, 
and whose own industries have received a stimulus which bids fair to 
make Haifa one of the most prosperous towns on the coast. 

Prior to their immigration here the humble inhabitants of Haifa had 
never seen a cart, and now omnibuses run constantly around the bay to 
Acre, and the wagon is in quite common use. The greatest part of the 
expense of running a road to Nazareth, about twenty-two miles distant, fell 
upon the colonists. When we remember that the Carmelite monks have 
held the mountain for seven centuries and compare their influence over the 
native population with that which these honest Germans have acquired 
by simple example during less than thirty years we have a striking illus- 
tration of the superiority of practice over preaching, example over pre- 
cept, the concrete over the abstract, the object lesson over the lecture 
when applied to simple untutored minds. Owing to these honest colonists, 
Haifa, or a part thereof, has become an oasis of civilization in the wilder- 
ness of Oriental barbarism. Running straight down from where I write 
on the rocky steeps of Mt. Carmel to the restless waters of the Mediter- 
ranean is the village street. On either side of it is a pathway with double 
row of shade trees, and behind them a series of white stone houses, each 
surrounded with its thrifty little garden, and each with a text in German 
engraved over the doorway. Where Carmel rises abruptly from the upper 
end of the street, its rocky side has been terraced to the summit, and the 
thrifty vines creep over rock and knoll and hang their luscious fruits in 
the intervening nooks. Last season when grapes were ripe I wandered 
round these vineyards and enjoyed a feast from the Arab pickers who 
informed me that they received six piastres (about 224 cents) each per 
day for their labors. From here the scene is sublime, yet sad. Sublime 
from the vineclad, rolling hills and terraced heights, the groves of fig and 
olive trees, the graceful cypress swaying in the afternoon breeze and the 
sparkling surface of the brook Kishon once reddened by the blood of the 
priests of Baal at the hands of Elijah. Sad, because in yon cemetery near 
the water’s edge repose the last remains of brothers Haag and Clark. 
Once my companions in the labor of love, I can now only look on their 
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resting place with a heavy heart and pray that the boon may be granted 
me of paying my last respects to them by erecting over their graves 
monuments that will stand as silent but awful witnesses that they laid 
their lives upon the altar for the benefit of their fellows. 

E. W. Rosinson. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A very successful horticultural fair was held in Salt Lake City, closing on the evening 
of June 21. 


A number of cattle have died in the mountains of Sanpete, presumably from eating 
poison weeds, 

Daniel Hanmer Wells, Jr., was the successful candidate for the cadetship in the 
United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. There were nine candidates 
for the honor. 


The Utah University Summer School opened in the University on June 24. In connec- 
tion with the school a course of free public evening lectures is offered, in wee some of 
the foremost lecturers will take part. 


The people near the railroad lines are rejoicing over a reduction of freight rates from 
the Missouri River to Utah. The Union Pacific Railroad made the cut first and the Rio 
Grande Western was forced to follow. 


Another Camp Floyd district property has been bonded. This time it is the Clear 
Girt, which is located about ten miles to the north and east of the Sunshine. Active 
development is to begin at once on the newly bonded property. 


Hon. C. W. Irish who was sent to investigate the Utah irrigation system, and his daughter 
who is with him have shown their admiration for the founders of Utah in general and 
President Brigham Young in particular, by contributing $5.00 eacb to the pioneer 
monument fund. 

C. J. Gustaveson of Providence, Cache County, has invented a kind of axle grease 
which promises to take the place of the imported article. Superiority is claimed for it 
from the fact that it will not melt in hot weather. The use of this new product will be 
a considerable saving to the Territory. 


The Utah young men who will be graduated at the University of Michigan this year 
are Richard R. Lyman, J. E. Hickman, Edwin 8S. Hinckley, and John J. McClellan, Jr. 
The last named has been offered and has accepted a position as one of the faculty of the 
University School of Music, at Ann Arbor where he has been studying. The other 
young gentlemen will teach in the Utah schools next year. 


The report is current that the Secretary of the interior at Washington has decided to 
recommend that the President declare about 40,000 acres of the Uncompahgre Indian 
reservation open to entry at the Land office. The tract is said not to be of much value 
for agricultural purposes, but there are extensive deposits of asphalt and other 
minerals, which are likely to prove of great benefit to the owners when properly devel- 
oped. 

B. F. Cummings, Jr., of Salt Lake City, has been admitted as a member of the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society of Boston. This entitles him to all the privileges 
of the society, and among these is full access to the library containing about 50,000 
volumes, and which is supposed to contain a copy of every book on genealogy that has 
ever been published in America. It will readily be seen what an immense advantage this 
will give him in searching for genealogical information. The secretary of the society 
stood sponsor for Brother Cummings. 


